
Active Duty Casualty Benefits and Entitlements Summary (March 2025)

BENEFITS AND  ENTITLEMENTS DESCRIPTION
LOD

Impact

Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) May remain in government quarters up to 365 days or receive one time lump sum 
payment if in civilian quarters not to exceed 365 days of BAH or a combination of 
both again, not to exceed 365 days.1  If beneficiary is active duty military, payments 
will be made on a quarterly basis for this entitlement. 

No
Impact 

Uniform Services ID and Privilege Card 
Continues for unmarried widow(er), handicapped dependent children or dependent 
children attending school through age 21 (may be extended to age 23 if a full-time 
student in a VA approved educational institution). 

No
Impact

Exchange, Commissary and Theater Privileges 
Continues for unmarried widow(er), handicapped dependent children or dependent 
children attending school through age 21 (may be extended to age 23 if a full-time 
student in a VA approved educational institution). 

No
Impact

Unpaid Pay and Allowances (UPPA) 
Paid to designated beneficiary(ies).  Consists of any unpaid pay and allowances, 
unused leave, any remaining bonus entitlements, etc.  DFAS generally will process 
final pay within 60 to 90 days. 

No
Impact

Montgomery GI Bill Contributions Paid to designated beneficiary (SGLI beneficiary(ies).  Will
Impact

Thrift Savings Plan Contributions 
Federal Employees’ Retirement System Act of 1986

Paid to designated beneficiary.  If no beneficiary form is on file then payment is 
made by law.  

No
Impact

Death Gratuity Paid to designated beneficiary(ies) $100,000 (One time payment.) 100% tax-free.  No
Impact

Dependency Indemnity Compensation (DIC) 
&

Spouse DIC Augment

DIC is a tax-free monthly benefit authorized for unremarried widow(er)s and 
eligible children of service members who died on active duty or died following 
active duty from a service-connected disability.  Must be VA approved.  Current 
rates are $1215 for the spouse and $301 per each eligible child effective 1 Jan 12.   
A supplemental amount of $250 per month is payable to the surviving spouse with 
dependent children for the first two years after member’s death or until the youngest 
child turns 18 (26 if attending college), whichever period is shorter.  Additional 
benefits are payable if the spouse and/or child is incapacitated or in need of 
assistance. 

Will
Impact

Dependents Education Assistance (DEA) 
DEA is payable by the VA to the spouse and each child to defray the expenses of 
higher education.  Amounts are payable monthly.  Note:  Children can only receive 
DEA or DIC - not both.  Spouse can receive both DIC and DEA concurrently. No

Impact

1 In some instances, base commanders do authorize families to remain in government quarters beyond 365 days if circumstances warrant (i.e. to allow children to 
finish the school year).   
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